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Friday morning meetings September 12, October 10 November 14 December 12
Burnage children’s centre Broadhill Rd off Kingsway 10 am -12 noon.  Come and have a coffee and a chat and browse our resources. Children welcome but not essential! If you would like to attend but have problems with transport, please contact Bernadette on: 07593 542 107
Chatterbox club On Saturday once a month (9.30 am ‘til 12 noon) we run a Chatterbox club that provides speech and language sessions, sing and sign classes and craft activities, plus a chance for coffee and a chat. These clubs give parents the opportunity to meet with and learn from speech therapists (and each other) on a regular basis, as well as offering the environment for whole families to socialise. This means that our children and their siblings have a chance to make friendships with their peers.  The cost will be £10 per child (or £5 concessions) per week – that is £40 (or £20) for the four sessions. If cost is an issue, please let us know. If you would like your child to enroll for the 4 sessions: September 27 October 25 November 29 December 20, please contact Bernadette on 07593 542 107 or email contact@dsmanchester.org.uk before September 15. If you are unable to commit to the speech and language sessions, feel free to come along and join in the other activities – please make a donation of £5 or £2.50 concessions for these at the coffee counter.
Questionnaires Please don’t forget to send them back – we need your feedback. Don’t forget to put your name and contact details on them.

Our AGM will be on October 25 – further details and provisional agenda in the October Newsletter. If you would like to add items to the agenda, please email secretary@dsmanchester.org.uk or ‘phone 07593 542 107

Top of Form
New support group in Bolton – Bolton Smiley faces . Contact Jacqui Jones-Roberts on 07919 021873, email jaqui.j@ntlworld.com
Fundraising
A Big thank you to :
Johnny Mills who had a cake stall at Chorlton Park Primary School and raised £108.33,  Georgia Turner who held a cake stall at Withington Girls' school and raised £156.03 and Susan Hopwood who had an open garden day and raised £40.

We made a successful bid to the Community Foundation for some money towards Chatterbox and received £1850 from the Nine Lives Community Fund.

Inclusive Technology

Are You Ready? Days aimed at schools rather than parents - suitable for SENCos.  Please encourage staff from your child’s school to attend. These days exist as Inclusive Technology are aware that many schools don't have provision for students with a disability and seek to address the wider issues of conforming to SENDA and DDA legislation. See the latest resources and what's in development. Learn strategies for developing switch skills. Look at alternatives to the keyboard and mouse. See how to make the computer accessible to all. Find out about communication aids. Try lots of devices at a convenient location. Changes to the SENDA and DDA mean that all schools must make reasonable adjustments to support pupils with disabilities in anticipation of those that may need them. At ‘Are You Ready?’ days Inclusive Technology will show resources, share ideas and offer advice that will help you to make the right decisions for your school or setting. These informative days are free to attend but booking is essential.  Manchester - 15th October 2008. London - 29th April 2009. 
Information Days 2008/09 This is a great opportunity for those working with learners with special needs, including educators and therapists, to come together to find inspiration. These one day sessions are packed with know-how and product demonstrations to help you use special access devices and software to engage students in learning. Leave inspired to try new activities, make innovative classroom resources and help all learners to take part.  Information Days Peterborough - 4th June 2008 Leeds/Bradford - 17th September 2008 Exeter - 19th November 2008 London - 3rd December 2008 Sheffield - 4th February 2009 Birmingham - 11th March 2009 Essex - 13th May 2009 Cardiff/Swansea - 10th June 2009.
For more information and bookings forms – attached or website: http://www.inclusive.co.uk/events/infodays.shtml
Clicker 5 Training We can organise a day’s training for £500 and can accommodate 12 people ie it would be £50 each for the day, including lunch.  Training on Clicker does involve a whole day - this covers using the programme, pre-made activities, using access options and making your own activities.  The venue and date are to be decided. Please contact Bernadette (07593 542 107, contact@dsmanchester.org.uk) if you are interested in attending a course. If we get 10 interested people we can go ahead and organise it.

P.O.S.Y. (Parents of Special Needs Youngsters)

Are you a parent/carer of a child with special needs/disability and interested in meeting other parents. P.O.S.Y are a small group of parents that come together one Thursday evening per month at St. Aidan's House on Wythenshawe Road. The group meetings give parents an opportunity to come together to share experiences, ideas and information in an informal setting. For more information contact Bella Jones: 07824 329 347 

Wythenshawe Wheelers Has added sessions to its popular programme of cycling with accessible adapted bikes for people with a range of disabilities. For further info call Nicki or Oli on 0161 232 3116/3125
Wednesday open session 10-12 turn up and ride for 50p

Friday school sessions 10-3 school book places

Saturday open session 1-3 turn up and ride for 50p

	If you know of any events, information, resources, courses etc that would be of interest to other parents, please share them via the newsletter by emailing details to Cath at news@dsmanchester.org.uk
	

	
	

	


Deadline for items to go in the newsletter is the Wednesday before the first Friday of the month!
South Manchester Down’s syndrome support group September 2008
Upcoming Training – DSA

	EARLY YEARS - Down's Syndrome in the Early Years - Under 2s September 20

	Westwood Hall, Leeds

Target audience: Parents of children with Down's syndrome under the age of 2 years, professionals working with parents with a pre-natal diagnosis of Down's syndrome and early years professionals working with children with Down's syndrome under the age of 2 years. Conference details: This conference aims to improve our understanding of the needs of very young children with Down's syndrome. Topices include learning, health, vision and hearing.  Creche: creche facilities are available for this conference. Places in the creche are available at £20 per child. Parents must provide a packed lunch.
Cost: £80 for statutory or private sector professionals £75 for voluntary sector professionals £40 (with appropriate ID) for students, childminders, or registered PAs under the Direct Payments scheme £20 for parents.

EARLY YEARS – EDUCATION  October 2
Tankersley Manor Hotel, Sheffield
Target Audience: A range of early years professionals as well as parents of pre-school children with Down's syndrome. This conference aims to improve our understanding of the needs of children who have Down's syndrome aged between 3 and 5 years in inclusive early years settings. They feature presentations on inclusion and personal, social and emotional development. Delegates can choose from a range of workshops which include developing play skills to enhance knowledge understanding of the world, choosing a school and getting the Statement of SEN right, physical development and mathematics development, annual reviews, toileting and teaching reading to develop language and communication skills. Delegates sign up for their workshops during morning registration. There is no creche facility at this conference.  Cost: £80 for statutory or private sector professionals £75 for voluntary sector professionals £40 (with appropriate ID) for students, childminders, or registered PAs under the Direct Payments scheme £20 for parents
EDUCATION - Including Pupils with Down's Syndrome in Mainstream Primary School October 3 
The Park Royal Hotel, Warrington
Target Audience: A range of education professionals working with children with Down's syndrome and parents of children with Down's syndrome. Featuring presentations on primary school inclusion and accessing the curriculum. Delegates can choose one morning workshop from a) promoting positive behaviour, b) numeracy and c) transition to secondary; and one afternoon workshop from a) computers as an aid to learning, b) numeracy and c) reading. Delegates sign up for their workshops during morning registration.
Cost: £80 for statutory or private sector professionals £75 for voluntary sector professionals £40 (with appropriate ID) for students, childminders, or registered PAs under the Direct Payments scheme £20 for parents  
Bookings can be made via the online booking facility at www.downs-syndrome.org.uk. (please note that you don't receive the booking until payment has been made). Alternatively, you can contact Lesley on 0845 230 0372 or email lesley.alabaf@downs-yndrome.org.uk. 




Free to a good home:
Hp Business Inkjet 1100 – not fully compatible with MS Vista (but fine with XP), in good working order, cables, driver software and full(ish) ink tanks included.  Email contact@dsmanchester.org.uk or ‘phone 07593 542 107 if interested.
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